
GRE AWA Practice Paper 3

GRE Issue Sample Essay

1. Issue
“The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.”

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the
recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape
your position.

2. Issue
As people rely more and more on technology to solve problems, the ability of humans to
think for themselves will surely deteriorate.

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your
reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain
how these considerations shape your position.

3. Issue
“The best way for a society to prepare its young people for leadership in government,
industry, or other fields is by instilling in them a sense of cooperation, not competition.”

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with
the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most
compelling reasons or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

4. Issue

Some people believe that the most important qualities of an effective teacher are

understanding and empathy. Others believe that it is more important for teachers to be

rigorous and demanding in their expectations for students.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own

position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting

your position, you should address both of the views presented.

5. Issue



Claim: Though often considered an objective pursuit, learning about the historical past

requires creativity.

Reason: Because we can never know the past directly, we must reconstruct it by

imaginatively interpreting historical accounts, documents, and artifacts.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the

claim and the reason on which the claim is based.

6. Issue

We learn our most valuable lessons in life from struggling with our limitations rather than

from enjoying our successes.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the

claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling

reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

7. Issue

In any field — business, politics, education, government — those in power should be

required to step down after five years.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning

for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider

the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these

consequences shape your position.

8. Issue

The effectiveness of a country's leaders is best measured by examining the well-being of

that country's citizens.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the

statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and

supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might

not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

9. Issue



The general welfare of a nation's people is a better indication of that nation's greatness than

are the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the

claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling

reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

10. Issue

The best test of an argument is the argument's ability to convince someone with an

opposing viewpoint.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the

statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and

supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might

not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

GRE Argument Sample Essay
1. Argument

In surveys, Mason City residents rank water sports (swimming, boating, and fishing)
among their favorite recreational activities. The Mason River flowing through the city is
rarely used for these pursuits, however, and the city park department devotes little of its
budget to maintaining riverside recreational facilities. For years there have been
complaints from residents about the quality of the river’s water and the river’s smell. In
response, the state has recently announced plans to clean up the Mason River. Use of
the river for water sports is therefore sure to increase. The city government should for
that reason devote more money in this year’s budget to riverside recreational facilities.

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the
argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on the assumptions and what
the implications are if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

2. Argument
The following is taken from a memo from the advertising director of the Super Screen
Movie Production Company.

“According to a recent report from our marketing department, during the past year,
fewer people attended Super Screen-produced movies than in any other year. And yet
the percentage of positive reviews by movie reviewers about specific Super Screen



movies actually increased during the past year. Clearly, the contents of these reviews
are not reaching enough of our prospective viewers. Thus, the problem lies not with the
quality of our movies but with the public’s lack of awareness that movies of good quality
are available. Super Screen should therefore allocate a greater share of its budget next
year to reaching the public through advertising.”

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in
order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are
reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to
evaluate the recommendation.

3. Argument
The following appeared in a letter from a firm providing investment advice to a client.

“Homes in the northeastern United States, where winters are typically cold, have

traditionally used oil as their major fuel for heating. Last year that region experienced

twenty days with below-average temperatures, and local weather forecasters throughout

the region predict that this weather pattern will continue for several more years.

Furthermore, many new homes have been built in this region during the past year.

Based on these developments, we predict a large increase in the demand for heating oil.

Therefore, we recommend investment in Consolidated Industries, one of whose major

business operations is the retail sale of home heating oil.”

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in

order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based

are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to

evaluate the recommendation.

4. Argument

The following appeared as a letter to the editor from the owner of a skate shop in Central

Plaza.

"Two years ago the city council voted to prohibit skateboarding in Central Plaza. They

claimed that skateboard users were responsible for litter and vandalism that were keeping

other visitors from coming to the plaza. In the past two years, however, there has been only

a small increase in the number of visitors to Central Plaza, and litter and vandalism are still

problematic. Skateboarding is permitted in Monroe Park, however, and there is no problem



with litter or vandalism there. In order to restore Central Plaza to its former glory, then, we

recommend that the city lift its prohibition on skateboarding in the plaza."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order

to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are

reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate

the recommendation.

5. Argument

The following appeared as part of an article in a Dillton newspaper.

"In an effort to bring new jobs to Dillton and stimulate the city's flagging economy, Dillton's

city council voted last year to lower the city's corporate tax rate by 15 percent; at the same

time, the city began offering generous relocation grants to any company that would move to

Dillton. Since these changes went into effect, two new factories have opened in Dillton.

Although the two factories employ more than 1,000 people, the unemployment rate in

Dillton remains unchanged. The only clear explanation for this is that the new factories are

staffed with out-of-town workers rather than Dillton residents."

Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival

the proposed explanation and explain how your explanation(s) can plausibly account for the

facts presented in the argument.

6. Argument

The following appeared in a memo from New Ventures Consulting to the president of

HobCo, Inc., a chain of hobby shops.

"Our team has completed its research on suitable building sites for a new HobCo hobby

Shop in the city of Grilldon. We discovered that there are currently no hobby shops in

southeastern Grilldon. When our researchers conducted a poll of area residents, 88 percent

of those who responded indicated that they would welcome the opening of a hobby shop in

southeastern Grilldon. Grilldon is in a region of the nation in which the hobby business has

increased by 300 percent during the past decade. In addition, Grilldon has a very large

population of retirees, a demographic with ample time to devote to hobbies. We, therefore,

recommend that you choose southeastern Grilldon as the site for your next HobCo Hobby



Shop. We predict that a shop in this area will draw a steady stream of enthusiastic new

HobCo customers."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order

to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to

explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.

7. Argument

The following appeared in a newsletter published by the Appleton school district.

"In a recent study, more than 5,000 adolescents were asked how often they ate meals with

their families. Almost 30 percent of the teens said they ate at least seven meals per week

with their families. Furthermore, according to the same survey, teens who reported having

the most family meals per week were also the ones least likely to have tried illegal drugs,

tobacco, and alcohol. Family meals were also associated with lower rates of problems such

as low grades in school, low self-esteem, and depression. We, therefore, recommend that

families have as many meals together as possible. We predict that doing so will greatly

benefit adolescents and turn troubled teens away from bad behaviors."

Write a response in which you discuss which questions would need to be answered in order

to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to

explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation

8. Argument

The following appeared in a health newsletter.

"Nosinia is an herb that many users report to be as effective as prescription medications at

fighting allergy symptoms. Researchers recently compared Nosinia to a placebo in 95 men

and women with seasonal allergies to ragweed pollen. Participants in the study reported

that neither Nosinia nor the placebo offered significant relief. However, for the most severe

allergy symptoms, the researchers reported that Nosinia was more effective than the

placebo in providing relief. Furthermore, at the end of the study, participants given Nosinia

were more likely than participants given a placebo to report feeling healthier. We, therefore,

recommend using Nosinia to help with your severe allergy symptoms.

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order

to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are



reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate

the recommendation.

9. Argument

The following appeared on the Website Science News Today.

"In a recent survey of more than 5,000 adolescents, the teens who reported eating the most

meals with their families were the least likely to use illegal drugs, tobacco, or alcohol. Family

meals were also associated with higher grades, better self-esteem, and lower rates of

depression. Almost 30 percent of the teens said they ate at least seven meals per week

with their families. Clearly, having a high number of family meals keeps teens from

engaging in bad behaviors."

Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival

the proposed explanation and explain how your explanation(s) can plausibly account for the

facts presented in the argument.

10. Argument

According to an independent poll of 200 charitable organizations, overall donations of

money to nonprofit groups increased last year, but educational institutions did not fare as

well as other organizations. Donations to international aid groups increased the most (30

percent), followed by donations to environmental groups (23 percent), whereas donations to

educational institutions actually decreased slightly (3 percent). Meanwhile, all of the major

economic indicators suggest that consumer spending is higher than average this year,

showing that potential donors have ample disposable income. Therefore, the clearest

explanation for the decline in donations to educational institutions is that people actually

value education less than they did in the past.

Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival

the proposed explanation and explain how your explanation(s) can plausibly account for the

facts presented in the argument.


